Staurocalyptus Ijima and Rhabdocalyptus Schulze to their previous generic status. These fauna provides important
Introduction
The Hexactinellida of the Aleutian Islands and adjacent regions (Bering Sea and northern Gulf of Alaska, from 135°W to 160°E, Fig. 1 ) are known from a restricted literature of eight publications. Unfortunately, HMS 'Challenger', in its first world survey of deep-sea fauna, bypassed the west coasts of most of South America and all of Central and North America, and its zoological reports provide no information on hexactinellids of these regions. The first collections of deep-water fauna of the interest area were made by USFS 'Albatross' during 1888-1890, from which Schulze (1899) reported one not-fully-identifiable and seven identified hexactinellids in the area, four of the identified species described as new to science. Wilson and Penney (1930) added description and report of a new variety of Acanthascus (Rhabdocalyptus) dawsoni from the Gulf of Alaska coast. Shortly thereafter, Okada (1932) described 15 hexactinellid forms; 14 new to the area and 11 as new species. Koltun (1967) reported 20 hexactinellid forms, of which 15 were new to the area and two species and seven subspecies were new to science. Koltun (1970) reported only two species, one new to the area but none new to science. Tabachnick (2002) described one hexactinellid, a new species of a new genus. Tabachnick and Menshenina (2002) reported two forms (both subspecies) already previously known from this area. Finally Schuchert and Reiswig (2006) reported two hexactinellids, one a well-known and common form, and the other a new addition and a new species but not described or named in that work. The 41 total forms reported from this area of interest are listed in Table 1 , along with the origin of each report and their geographic location on Fig. 1 . Table 1 ); this study area is indicated by arrow.
New hexactinellids described in the present report were mostly collected from deep water (494-2311 m) near the central Aleutian Islands during a research cruise of the RV 'Roger Revelle' in July and August 2004. This was the first in situ scientific investigation of habitats deeper than 365 m in the region (Stone 2006) and was part of a larger study to document the marine biota and geology of the Aleutian Ridge (Fig. 2) . Included here are two specimens from shallow-water (155 m) of the same study area. Studies of the demosponges collected in the study area during these and earlier cruises (Lehnert et al. 2005a, b, c; 2006a, b, c) suggest a close faunal relationship with the deep-sea sponges from the Kuril Trench, a deep submarine depression in the western Pacific Ocean between the
